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I am what you might call a bit of a Christmas junkie.  This is 
probably my favorite season of the year for both family and 
church reasons, and I make no apologies for that.  At the 
same time, it would probably be good for me to make a 
couple of confessions here this morning in the hopes that it 
will help some of you out a little bit.  The first is that this is 
prime time for me to feel some kind of pull back towards 
ritual, tradition, and what is comfortable and familiar for me.   
 
Both at home and at church, I know exactly what I like about 
this season.  I usually end up doing my best to make sure 
that we do everything about Christmas just “right”, which 
usually means that I want to make sure Christmas is just like 
it has always been.  All year long I would resist anyone 
telling me that the reason for us to do something is because 
we’ve always done it that way, but something about 
Christmas makes me feel like it’s okay to think that way 
about this season at home and at the church. 
 
The second confession I have to make is a little harder.  This 
is the season when all of my sappy, sentimental, slightly 
emotional side comes out in full force.  I get sentimental 
about the tree, the food, the gifts, the decorations and all the 
trappings that go along with the season.  And then when we 
come to church and sing the traditional Christmas carols I 
get all sappy and emotional about those as well.   
 
Truth be told, more often than not when we sing Christmas 
carols I get emotional not because I’m being moved to 
worship, but because I’m sentimental about the feelings and 
memories the songs stir up for me.  So I end up singing for 



the sense of nostalgia rather than singing out of a true sense 
of worship and appreciation for the message contained in the 
songs.  All that is true despite the fact that the Christmas 
carols are incredibly rich in their theology and meaning. 
 
Most of us can probably identify with one or both of those 
confessions.  The truth is that it is really difficult to keep 
focused on worshiping Jesus when there is so much other 
enjoyable stuff happening.  All those traditional, beautiful 
elements that make Christmas so meaningful to us are 
extremely powerful, and no matter how many sermons you 
hear about it, we still fight the temptation to lose sight of 
Jesus in all the clutter.  We all know “Jesus is the reason for 
the season”, and that we need to “Keep Christ in Christmas”, 
but that doesn’t make it any easier.  In fact, sometimes 
knowing it makes it harder, because we know what we’re 
supposed to do and end up feeling really guilty when we 
don’t do it. 
 
If we’re all honest today, sometimes the tradition, the 
nostalgia and the sentimentality of Christmas get in the way 
of experiencing its true power because all of those things 
make us feel so good that it’s hard to imagine it getting any 
better.  We have our family close, the music we remember, 
the familiar stories, great food, and of course, the gifts!  So 
this morning we are going to ask if that really is the best that 
it gets, or if there might be something more in store for us.  
And over the next few weeks we are going to gently suggest 
that there IS more, and that if we have the courage to pursue 
it, we might find something better waiting for us on the other 
side. 
 
Let’s read together from Philippians 2:6-11.  We are going 
to take this so seriously that we’re not even going to read 



from a Christmas passage to begin this morning.  Instead we 
go to one of Paul’s letters written while he is imprisoned for 
the gospel, but which is filled with encouragement, hope and 
joy.  In this particular passage Paul writes to this church 
about how they should emulate Christ in his commitment to 
being a humble servant.  But in typical fashion for Paul, he 
seems to get caught up with what he’s writing, which leads to 
one of the most beautiful passages in the New Testament. 
 
The humility of Christ expresses itself first in his willingness 
to be made in human likeness (verse 8).  The Creator of the 
universe willingly becomes like one of his creations.  It is an 
act of the kind of humility that we would be hard pressed to 
imagine or accurately compare with anything else we’ve 
seen.  You could easily say that it is, by far, the greatest act 
of humility the world has ever seen or known.  Paul writes 
that Jesus was in very nature God, but he didn’t consider his 
equality with God something to be grasped at, but instead he 
allowed himself to be emptied out, willing himself to become 
a human being – born helpless and dependent as a child in 
Bethlehem’s manger. 
 
He made himself nothing, and took on the nature of a 
servant in the act of the incarnation not just to model 
servanthood, but because the plan of redemption 
necessitated the incarnation.  In order to accomplish the 
rescue of humanity God intended, he needed to become 
flesh and blood to begin the process.  While we don’t know 
the precise moment of Jesus’ birth, we do know its 
significance is beyond compare – it marks a turning point in 
the story of human beings and their relationship to God. 
 
But of course we know that Jesus’ story extends beyond the 
day of his birth.  As a human being he grows into a man, and 



then as a man he goes on to humble himself even further by 
serving those he had created.  He is not just one of us, but 
then as one of us he willingly chose to take up the lowest 
place.  And while we could point to so many moments in the 
gospels when Jesus expressed that servant nature, the 
signature moment of his service is the one that is most 
critical to the redemption story. 
 
One day about 33 years after Christmas, Jesus becomes 
obedient to death.  It’s even more shocking than the 
incarnation in many respects.  The eternal, uncreated God 
who is without beginning or end allows himself to suffer 
death as the son submits to the Father.  And on the cross, 
bleeding and dying, Jesus fulfills the promise of the 
incarnation, bringing the redemption story to its crucial 
moment. 
 
The end of the incarnation is the crucifixion; the shadow of 
the cross is looming over Bethlehem even from the moment 
of Jesus’ birth.  Without the cross, the incarnation does not 
carry the same weight – all kinds of stories have been told 
about the gods descending to the earth, but none of them tell 
the story of the God who gave himself as a sacrifice for his 
creation.   
 
Jesus humbles himself even to the point of death on a cross, 
the most ignoble way that he could have died.  But the story 
doesn’t end there, either, and Paul can’t leave the story there 
either.  In the most dramatic, historic reversal God raises 
Christ from the dead, and then exalts him to the highest 
place, the place that was always supposed to be his from the 
beginning.  And having exalted Jesus to the highest place, 
the Father declares that at the name of Jesus everyone will 
bow their knee in an act of worship and obedience to their 



Creator, Savior, and King.  At his name every knee will bow 
and confess that he is Lord – not Caesar in his day, the 
President, the nation or the culture in ours.  The promise 
announced on the night of Jesus’ birth is being fulfilled as the 
Savior takes his rightful place at the center of our hearts. 
 
The proper end result of the Christmas story is the full, 
robust, and genuine worship of Jesus as Lord and Savior, 
not sentimental stories and songs.  The object of this season 
is worship of the God who humbled himself into a man, 
served men as a man, and freely offered his life in a 
criminal’s death so that we might be restored to relationship 
with his Father and ours.  To tell the Christmas story and 
leave Jesus in the manger is to sell the story short. 
 
But we shouldn’t be surprised, either, to see that this story’s 
end is indicated in the Christmas stories themselves when 
you read them carefully.  Look for instance in Luke chapter 
2, where we read the familiar story of the angel appearing to 
the shepherds in their fields watching their flocks.  When the 
angel appears he announces the birth of a Savior, the 
Messiah, the Lord himself having entered into the human 
story in a way that had never been imagined before.  When 
the announcement comes, the angel is joined by a host of 
angels, all of whom are singing and giving praise to God in 
the highest heaven, declaring his glory for what he has done. 
 
Those same shepherds go to Bethlehem to see what has 
taken place, and when they walk away their response is not 
sentimental or sappy, it is worship. Luke tells us that as they 
walked away from Jesus they were filled with praise to God 
for what they have seen and heard.  They don’t have any 
nostalgic Christmases to look back to, but they see it even 
more clearly for that. 



 
Matthew chapter 2 records the story we all know of the kings 
who came from the east to see Jesus.  When they meet 
Herod they tell exactly why they have come:  to worship.  
And when they have seen Jesus, that’s exactly what they do.  
They don’t just give out their gifts as an act of tradition, but 
out of worship for the one who has been born King of the 
Jews.  These are the first to give praise and worship to him, 
to be followed throughout the gospels by many others who 
recognize Jesus as God who came into the world to redeem 
and save us.  Paul knew about those, looked forward to a 
future when everyone would know that, but in his words 
invites us now to bow our knees in worship and loosen our 
tongues in praise for the one who would so willingly give his 
life to save us – Jesus, our Lord, our Savior, and our King. 
 
The good news for you is that now that you have your eyes 
wide open, you can choose how you will keep Christmas this 
year.  You can keep it as a sentimental season, or you can 
take every opportunity to more fully enter into worship of 
Christ as Lord.  For some of you that will mean that this 
season of Christmas might be the first time that you actually 
confess that Jesus is Lord, that you bow your heart before 
him in worship not just as a good man or teacher, but as 
your Lord and Savior.  Others of you will be reminded that 
Christmas is not just another season for you, but an 
invitation to be filled with wonder again that Jesus would take 
on human form for you.  Once again you will be invited to 
return to a full, pure worship of Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior. 
 
My hope is that each of us will, in our own way, embrace this 
time to worship Jesus and find our hearts restored and 
renewed by that worship and confession that he is Lord. 


