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The Merciful 

Delivered on May 6, 2012 

 

Text: Matthew 5:7, Luke 10:25-37 

Me:  I was home alone one day last week sitting on the sofa reading when the hurricane, aka my 
children, blew in the side door in a storm of commotion.  Josh, our youngest and first in line, zipped 
through the living room with a big smile on his face and gave me a sweet “hello.” Behind him, 
marched my wife with the look of what I could gather to be disappointment and frustration.  Finally, 
the loud wailing that eventually entered the house was my oldest, Kayla.  You don’t have to be a parent 
to figure out that something was wrong, or better yet, that somebody did something wrong, and based 
on my wife’s expression and Kayla’s crying…I could easily tell who committed the offense and who 
handed out the discipline.  Now, I am not the brightest guy in the world, but I’m smart enough to pick 
up on the clues as to when it’s time for me to shift into “dad mode.” 

 To spare you of all the details, Kayla basically disobeyed my wife at the book fair, by not wanting to 
stick to the designated book amount, acted out disrespectfully and therefore was not allowed to buy a 
book.  Sounds like reasonable parenting, right? Now, as I was trying to gather the details from my 
wife, the non-offending party—Josh, was slyly interrupting our private, parental meeting by trying to 
shower me with affection and proudly showing me his books that he obediently purchased within the 
allocated amount.   

Come on now, you all know exactly what he was doing.  He was wrong, but you’ve got to give him 
props for trying.  He was GLOATING!  On the one hand I was proud of him for acting responsibly and 
obeying Melisa’s guidelines, but now he is boasting in his obedience in front of his sister!  He was 
trying to earn my love and affection for doing what was expected of him and the expense of trying to 
make his sister look bad. 

You don’t have to be parents to know what I’m talking about…you know what I mean.  Listen, I was 
the oldest of six kids, who always did what was right (so I thought) and so there was a lot of gloating 
that took place in my heart and in my household.  In fact, I’m not sure that I’m immune to this 
horrible feeling of gloating even now as an adult.   

Transition: But, I’m sure nobody here today ever struggles with this feeling. 

We:  You know, that feeling you secretly harbor deep inside of you that makes your heart smile when 
someone else trips up and makes a mistake.  Like when you continue to throw it in the face of your 
siblings because you follow all of your parents’ rules, clean your room and complete homework the 
way you’re supposed to and when you’re told.  And when your siblings get in trouble, you believe that 
your merit and love have somehow increased with your parents. Or perhaps in work and school you go 
to extreme ends to display your skills and talents, while pointing out your classmates and coworkers 
weaknesses, to gain a boss’ or teacher’s favor for a grade or promotion.  Or maybe you gain some 
sense of satisfaction when a close friend or family member’s marriage falls apart because they didn’t 
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model their marriage after yours and you have said “I told you so.”  Even worse, if you’re a Christ 
follower, maybe you gloat in a brother or sister’s sin, but are convinced of your own righteousness. 

What is that?  Why do we feel like that?  Why do we take pleasure in someone else’s shortcomings?  
Why do we respond to others mistakes and mess ups with the classic: they made their bed and now they 
have to lie in it?”  Or we say things like: if they only made the right choices like I did.  Why do we feel 
as though they deserve everything they have coming to them?  Why do we call for revenge and 
celebrate retribution rather than forgiveness when an offense is committed against us?  Could it be 
that revenge is almost never even and somehow makes us feel better?  Why do we demand justice, but 
expect mercy on those rare occasions that we might actually mess up?  Or even worse, why do we 
continue to convince ourselves that we are okay and justify ourselves by rejecting mercy and counting 
up all of our righteous acts? 

Tension: Even a casual reading of the scriptures would cause us to come to a conclusion that this is an 
attitude of self-righteousness.  It’s the attitude that everybody hates.  And there is probably no other 
attitude that is a greater enemy to the movement of Jesus and the Church…or no greater excuse for 
those not to become part of that movement, than self-righteousness! 

Transition:  I guess it’s a good thing Jesus never had to deal with self-righteous people like we do 
(tongue in cheek).   

God:  I’m only kidding.  In fact, I’m convinced the greatest thorn in the side of Jesus were church 
people.   Let’s walk through the story in Luke 10:25-37 together.  In this chapter we read the exchange 
that begins with a question from a man who was skilled in the Law of Moses and made his business in 
explaining it.  So, as was customary nearly every time Jesus taught his disciples, one of the religious or 
teachers of the Law were ready to debate.  And trying to test Jesus (v. 25) he asked the question: “what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  I love how Jesus responds with a question: “what is written in the 
Law and how do you read it?”  It’s as if he wants this lawyer to be the judge of his own case.  The 
lawyer answered by quoting the greatest commandment of the Law (v. 28) and Jesus said, “Do this and 
you will live.” 

Verse 29 takes an interesting turn when the lawyer “desires” to justify himself, which I think is 
hilarious by the way.  He is trying to justify himself because he has just realized that the law that he 
just quoted incriminates him.  And so he is looking for a way to justify his righteous acts, by 
convincing Jesus that he has kept the letter of the law.  And he does so by asking Jesus to clarify “who 
is my neighbor?” 

Jesus responds with a story about a Jewish man that was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho and was 
beaten and mugged by robbers leaving him within an inch of his life.  He says that a Priest, and then a 
Levite afterwards, just so happened to be traveling the same road and when they saw him in his 
desperate condition, they passed by on the other side…and didn’t help him. 

But then, a Samaritan (despised by the Jews), as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he 
saw him, he had compassion.  He stopped and dressed his wounds and carried him on his own animal 
to an inn and took care of him.   
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Now, there are so many truths that can be drawn out of this parable and I have no idea why the Priest 
and the Levite didn’t stop to help this man who was clearly in need.  We can only speculate.  Perhaps it 
was just too messy?  Here’s what we know: the Samaritan, the one who was despised by the Jews for 
political and more importantly religious reasons, was the REAL neighbor.  It wasn’t the “religious” 
professionals, supposed servants of God, who stopped to take care of this broken man, who by the way 
was “one of their own.”  Instead, the despised, hated Samaritan had compassion on his cultural foe 
and made him well.  He looked past the prejudices; he looked past the religious and political tensions 
and had compassion. 

At this point near the end of the story, when the lawyer was asked by Jesus who is the real neighbor 
(who is the one that will inherit eternal life), he answers: “the one who showed him mercy.”  Jesus 
then said, if you want to inherit eternal life, if you want to be part of my kingdom, go and do the same.  

In the parable, Jesus allows the lawyer to see that in a way he is just like the priest and the Levite.  He 
has given his life to understanding and teaching the law, but failed to realize the purpose of the Law.  
He failed to see that in all of his efforts he could never keep the law.  And the purpose of the law was 
not to justify those who professed the law, but to make them aware that they could not keep it!  That 
the law could not save, but rather condemned!  In other words, our self-righteousness will not make us 
right with God or allow us to inherit eternal life!  The purpose of the law was to make us aware of our 
need for a Savior---Jesus Christ! 

Here’s why this is so important if you are a Christ-follower (relieve the tension): Let’s read Matthew 
5:7 together.  Jesus, talking to his disciples about what kingdom life looks like, says this: “God blesses 
those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”   This will free you up from the attitude of self-
righteousness!  This truth, this kingdom principle, will allow you to finally stop comparing yourself to 
others inside and outside of the kingdom.  It will allow you to be free from the guilt of gloating! It will 
free you from trying to earn your heavenly Father’s love!  Jesus is saying here that your life will be so 
full, your life situation will be so blessed when you live a life that is full of mercy towards others! You 
will no longer feel as though you have to justify yourself before God or anyone, because you can’t earn 
His love! The motivation here is not that mercy will be reciprocated by others and how others will deal 
with you, but rather how God will deal with those who are merciful! 

In fact, Jesus is reminding us that just by the mere fact that we are called his disciples we have already 
been blessed by his mercy!  That his mercy has been bestowed upon us in this life and is perpetual; and 
will be consummated in the life to come!  And when we finally realize that we are undeserving of his 
mercy and forgiveness; when we understand that we cannot make the God of the universe love us any 
more by the things we believe we have done right, then we are free from the weight of self-
righteousness and gloating.  

 Therefore, as citizens of the kingdom, we are called to live a life that extends mercy towards others, 
even when it’s undeserved, because of God’s mercy towards us in Christ! 

Transition:  So, who am I to show mercy? 

You:  The parable of the Good Samaritan implies that if we are true neighbors we are to be merciful to 
everyone!  We are to look beyond the offense and see the brokenness in the same way that Christ sees 
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our brokenness.  Does that mean we are to show mercy to those who have wronged us?  Do you know 
what my classmates have done to me?  And do you realize what my kids have put me through?  But, 
you don’t understand how my ex has treated me.  I made the right choices, what about him/her?  Do 
they get a pass for their poor choices?  AND…he/she sinned against MY God!!! “I love the sinner, but 
hate the sin…” 

YES!  The problem is that oftentimes (at least for me) my love for the sinner and hatred for the sin 
turns into hate towards the sinner and self-righteousness in me!  I understand that there is a place for 
justice…in fact you can’t separate mercy and justice.  Christ is the embodiment of both and He is the 
only one that can carry out true justice!  And here’s the reality: when mercy is rejected, the 
righteousness of God and His justice is revealed (Romans 1:24).  So, our response to an offense should 
be mercy…active mercy!  You should be broken by sin and moved with compassion!    

Address Unbelievers:  The fact is, when we were born, by our very nature, we offended God.  “But God 
is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 
gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead… and we are saved by grace through faith so we 
can’t take credit for it…” (Eph. 2:4, 5, 8-9)!   

This is good news for you if you have struggled with the gloating Christians and the self-righteous!  
We are all guilty before God!  We are all undeserving of the blessed life and the eternal kingdom as a 
reward.  But in Christ we are made righteous. “He became sin, who knew no sin, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God!”   

We:  I wonder what our schools, communities, businesses, neighborhoods even churches would look 
like if we extended mercy in the same way Christ extended mercy on us?  What would our marriages 
look like?  What impact would this have on our kids that have walked away from the church? What 
about our relationships to family, friends and coworkers or brothers and sisters in Christ?  Just 
imagine how full our churches would be on Sunday morning if we extended mercy in the way Christ 
has extended mercy to us. 

Living a merciful life is a game-changer!  It is that unbelievable, undeserved gift of second chance that 
will allow us to live a life in the kingdom that is truly blessed! 

 

 

 

 


