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Just a reminder about a couple of things available to you 
throughout this series.  We have a journal prepared for you 
this week to focus your times of prayer – please take 
advantage of that.  Additionally, if you want to share some of 
the stories of what God is speaking to you during this time 
you can use a couple of social media outlets: 

 On Twitter use the hashtag #pray714 
 Like the Facebook page (Facebook.com/pray714) 
 Email 714@sneministrynetwork.org 

 
I feel incredibly privileged in my life to have been on the 
receiving end of some great friendships.  From my childhood 
I have found friends who were just right for me at that stage 
of my life.  I have never been the kind of person who has a 
lot of friends; my personality lends itself much more to 
getting to know a few people better rather than a lot of 
people on a surface level.  If you gave me the choice to 
spend a few hours with a small group of people I know very 
well or a few hours with a large group of people I don’t know, 
I think most of you could guess where I would land.   
 
At the same time, because I have had some great 
friendships, I have also experienced the pain of losing those 
friendships at different points in my life – some of which have 
been incredibly difficult and left me feeling very isolated and 
alone.  Despite the proliferation of social media and 
technologies that make it easier to connect with people even 
over a great distance, I have found that maintaining good 
friendships (for me at least) always comes down to face 
time. 



 
There is no substitute for face to face time spent in the same 
room with someone else for developing a good friendship, 
and no substitute for that same kind of time for making those 
friendships last either.  While I keep a wide range of 
acquaintances fairly close through tools like Facebook, 
Twitter, and text messages I find that apart from the face 
time, my friendships all lose steam.  When I spend time with 
those people, the relationships prosper and flourish, and 
when I don’t, those relationships suffer greatly.  And no 
friendship I’ve ever had has maintained itself on its own 
accord – they have all required work and effort to sustain the 
value to both people in the friendship. 
 
My experience is probably a pretty universal one, even for 
those in a generation younger than me who are more 
comfortable than me in the world of digital relationships.  We 
have all probably had enough experience with friendships to 
know that this is the case.  We all wrote (or will write) in our 
High School yearbooks about how we were going to stay 
“friends forever” with those people, and then went off to 
college, or to a new job in a different place and found out 
that we never heard from those people again.  We’ve all had 
friends move away, promise to stay in touch, and then 
watched as inevitably those friendships faded as you got 
busy with things closer to home and your friends got busy 
with things closer to their new homes.  Before long the lack 
of face to face time takes its toll on the friendship, which is 
no longer what it once was. 
 
Something in our human nature is designed for the “in 
person” kind of connectedness to relate to other people.  We 
crave it and pursue it when we can’t find it in our current 



relationships.  And perhaps our greatest need, even if we 
don’t recognize it at the time, is our need to connect with 
God on a personal, deep level as well. But often we follow 
the same pattern in that friendship as we do in the other 
friendships.  We allow time and distance to settle in between 
us, creating a relational gap that reveals itself as we drift 
away from time spent together into time spent on our own.  
We start to lose our face time with God, and then wonder 
why our spiritual life feels dry and distant. 
 
Last week we started our series by looking at this critical 
passage in 2 Chronicles 7:14, and we’re going to head back 
there this morning to see what the Scriptures say about 
addressing this relational gap that creeps into our lives.  
Here in the passage I think we will find God reveals his 
desire for relationship with us. 
 
Specifically, God extends an invitation to his people in this 
verse that is at once powerful and problematic:  he asks his 
people to pray and seek his face.  It really is an interesting 
phrase, considering that we’re in an Old Testament passage, 
before God had revealed himself in human form in the 
person of Jesus.  The nation of Israel was forbidden from 
making any images of God, and they would not have 
considered it appropriate to think of their God in a physical 
form.  So God can’t be after Israel seeking his physical face, 
as if they could somehow seek out a physical representation 
of God – there has to be something else that he is after with 
this invitation. 
 
The only precedent for it seems to come out of the context of 
God’s relationship with Moses, the great deliverer of God’s 
people from slavery in Egypt.  On several occasions 



throughout the story of God, Moses and Israel, the 
relationship between God and Moses is said to be quite 
unique.  In fact, the phrase used in both Exodus 33 and 
Deuteronomy 34 is that God spoke to Moses “face to face as 
with a friend”.  It’s quite an extraordinary description of their 
friendship, and the writer in Deuteronomy points out that not 
any of the prophets who had arisen in Israel since could ever 
claim that kind of intimacy. 
 
The face to face nature of their friendship indicates that there 
was something particularly intimate about the way God 
would speak with Moses.  But then here is God, in 2 
Chronicles, inviting all of his people – his called, chosen, 
humbled people – to seek his face in prayer.  He is not 
limiting the invitation only to people as spiritual or powerful 
as Moses, but opening it up to every single one of them.  
God desires them to seek his face for his friendship, for his 
intimacy, for the quality and depth of relationship that comes 
when we spend time in his presence, which leads us to know 
him more. 
 
I hear echoes of that same theme in Psalm 27 as David 
expresses his own sense of longing for that extraordinary 
kind of intimacy and relationship with God.  In verse 4 he 
says that he is only seeking one thing, that he has just one 
request from the Lord.  There is a singleness of focus and 
intention to that statement that is absolutely critical to 
remember as we place value on developing the quality of our 
relationship to God.   
 
The twin disciplines of prayer and fasting actually move us 
toward that singleness of focus, that constant determination 
that brings the deepest desire of our hearts to the surface.  



When we pray we set aside the distractions of our lives, and 
in the stillness and quiet of those moments we learn to pay 
attention to the voice of God even as we call out after him.  
And when we fast, we learn to tune out the constant noise of 
our desires, our wants, our consumption in so many ways, 
and find that underneath all those loud, clamoring desires, 
the deepest longing of our heart is to connect with the God 
who created us.  We long, as David said, to look on him in 
his beauty and his majesty, and the remarkable thing is that 
God has invited us to seek friendship with him in this way. 
 
But we understand that this seeking of his face and his 
friendship does not come without effort.  It is a noble pursuit, 
but like any noble pursuit, is one that requires our activity, 
our concentration, our determination even.  Friendship with 
God, seeking his face, will not happen by accident.  To take 
time in prayer and fasting is to prioritize this relationship as 
we would any other friendship.  The only way to grow deeper 
into this is to invest in the relationship, to spend the time 
allowing God’s glory to grow in our eyes, to spend the time 
face to face in his presence through prayer, and to commit to 
not rushing on to the next thing on our schedule. 
 
Face to face time with God is, like with any other person, 
meant to be undistracted – a time for our undivided attention 
to be placed on God as we lift our voice to him and we ask 
for him to speak with us.  This means spending some time 
praying and fasting while we are consciously NOT doing 
something else.  We sometimes use the verse about 
“praying without ceasing” as a way to get around spending 
time dedicated to prayer – so we pray while we’re driving, 
while we’re doing the dishes, while we’re doing all kinds of 
other things, but don’t choose to spend much time at all just 



praying.  And I would suggest that the singleness of focus 
David describes here requires that we spend time in prayer 
when seeking God’s face is our only focus.  We develop this 
friendship with God by prioritizing that face time in our lives. 
 
Verse 8 of Psalm 27 speaks strongly to that desire.  He says 
that his heart is telling him, at the deepest level of his being, 
that he needs to seek God’s face.  His heart tells him what 
ours will tell us if we get quiet enough:  you have no greater 
need than to seek God’s face.  And David responds to his 
own heart in such a perfect fashion, and yet a fashion which 
we may not choose to apply for ourselves:  “your face, Lord, 
I will seek.”  He purposes in his heart to carry through with 
that desire.  He acts on it.  He chooses to be the person 
who, like Moses, will speak with God face to face as a friend.  
As long as we tell ourselves that we are too busy, have too 
many other desires to fulfill, we will unwittingly deprive our 
heart of its deepest desire and starve our friendship with 
Jesus. 
 
But if we listen to the desire of our heart, speaking to us in 
the stillness of conversation with God and through the 
quieting of our other desires, we will find an incredibly 
rewarding friendship developing.  When we fast and strip 
away those unnecessary desires for a period of time, we find 
that God’s presence and friendship in our lives becomes 
even more important, more necessary to us.  When we 
spend time in uninterrupted prayer in the presence of God 
speaking to him just like we would to a friend, we find that he 
responds to us in kind, and that is incredibly powerful. 
 
This week, I’m going to challenge you to take some focused 
time in prayer and fasting to seek after God’s face; to 



deepen your friendship.  It’s not that I don’t want you to pray 
while you’re doing other things, it’s just that I want you to add 
to that some undivided attention, some completely focused 
conversation that would allow you to connect with God 
maybe in a way that you haven’t yet done.  If you would like, 
I would also challenge you to fast a meal, or a day’s worth of 
meals and spend that time listening to your heart’s desire for 
God’s presence instead.  
 
As we close together, I’m going to ask us to do something a 
little different, just to settle the response God is looking for 
into our hearts.  I’m going to read a statement, then I’m going 
to ask you to respond with a short prayer:  “Your face, Lord, I 
will seek.” 
 

When my heart is overwhelmed… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I feel the favor of your presence… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I feel lost and alone… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I am surrounded by those I love… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When the noise of my life drowns out your voice… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I am still, and hear your voice… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I am afraid… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

When I am full of faith… 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 

My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
Your face, Lord, I will seek. 


