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When I was young I don’t think that I looked at the other people in my family quite the 
same way that I look at them now.  When I was younger, it seemed like I saw everything 
that made me similar to my family rather than what made me different.  Sure we looked 
different to me, but in a lot of other ways we were essentially the same.  We had the 
same parents, lived in the same house, went to the same school and church, shared 
some of the same friends, and were forced to eat the same things for dinner. 
 
But as we got older, the differences started to emerge more clearly.  We still were part of 
the same family, but there were a lot of different things happening to and for each of us.  
We started to go off on our own a little more with friends that we didn’t share, started to 
spend more time away from the house than in the house, and eventually went separate 
ways, building lives of our own.  Somewhere in that process I started to think about what 
made us different much more than I thought about what made us similar. 
 
That period of time when it felt like all we could see was our differences was not 
particularly a smooth time of our lives.  There were some conflicts that spilled over as we 
made those transitions, there was some tension between the siblings as we all started to 
carve out our own niche, and there was certainly a lot of discussion that centered around 
me and what was good for me, regardless of its impact on anyone else.  In short, it was 
a microcosm of the kind of behavior that seemed to be natural just about everywhere as 
I grew older – the encouragement to value my own identity and what made me different 
from everyone else and, to some extent, to learn to distrust those who weren’t like me. 
 
Human beings are really good at picking out our differences.  We do it personally and 
institutionalize it all the time.  [SLIDE] One of my favorite shows growing up was 
Sesame Street, where we asked, “which one of these things is not like the other?”  We 
learn to pick up the similarities, but we also learn to pick up the differences among 
things, including people.  We become experts at seeing our distinctions and in general 
learn to align ourselves with the people who are more like us, moving away from those 
that are less like us.  We do this on all levels – politically, socially, economically, racially, 
and religiously – and we can’t imagine people crossing those boundaries. 
 
I wish we could say that the church is the exception to that rule, but sadly I don’t think it 
usually is.  [SLIDE] Martin Luther King famously said, “11 AM Sunday morning is our 
most segregated hour.”  And I don’t think it’s just along racial lines, but along the social, 
economic, political lines that define us.  Maybe there is something about our broken 
human-ness that bends us towards the us/them mentality and view of the world.  Labels 
help us make those distinctions and institutions baptize them, which makes these 
divisions go on and on.  We are less likely to see what makes us similar than we are to 
see what makes us different. 
 
As evidence that the problems of humanity stay relatively constant and only the names 
actually change, we can look at our passage in Ephesians 2:11-22 this morning. 
 
[SLIDE] (Verses 11-13) Last week Paul pointed to the experience of God’s grace in our 
lives as a major turning point in our direction.  In saying that, we looked at it primarily 
from a personal perspective – how God’s grace transforms the life of one human being 



like myself.  But in this passage he pulls the lens up and away from that personal level of 
transformation, and places the focus on a cultural level. 
 
As with last week, the passage opens with a description of what we used to be – in this 
case the talk about the former way of life highlights the disunity between human beings.  
Last week’s focus was the disunity between human beings and God, and could be 
personalized; this week’s focus is on the gaps between human beings.  In Paul’s world, 
the primary distinction for his audience was between the Jews and the Gentiles.   
 
There was a division between these two, and even some measure of hostility in both 
directions over their differences.  The Jewish people saw themselves as spiritually 
superior to the Gentiles, because they had been given the covenant of promise and the 
Law of Moses which confirmed for them their election as God’s chosen people.  They 
were distinguished physically by the mark of circumcision, which was a source of pride 
for them, but was looked on with some measure of disgust and by their neighboring 
nations who saw this as a barbaric practice. 
 
Paul stands in between both worlds as a Jewish man who grew up among a mostly 
Gentile population and who has spent much of his time in ministry dealing with the 
Gentiles.  He sees the advantage that the Jewish nation has in their exposure to the law 
and the covenants of promise.  He sees the lostness of the Gentile nations who never 
had the chance to interact with God through the covenant relationship, describing them 
as foreigners and strangers to God’s Kingdom. 
 
But he also sees the smugness of the Jews who might make too much of their “chosen-
ness” at times.  It all seems to parallel to me the current distinction that we make 
between Christians and non-Christians.  There’s a healthy amount of distrust and 
suspicion between the two.  There’s some looking down on the other group from both 
sides. [SLIDE] There’s some elevation of our chosen-ness and some looking down on 
their lost-ness.  In short, there’s something of that same us vs. them mentality and view 
of the world.  But Paul confidently declares the posture of Jesus towards all human 
beings – he is moving towards those who are both far from God and those who are 
close to God.  In the cross, [SLIDE] Christ pursues the ones at a great distance from 
God and religion, and invites them to come close to experience his grace and salvation. 
 
[SLIDE] (Verses 14-18) Christ is the peacemaker between the rival nations of Paul’s 
day as much as he is the peacemaker between the rival humanities of our own day.  Out 
of those divisions, Christ creates a completely different category of human beings.  He 
swallows up those divisions – the racial, social, economic and cultural barriers – all 
underneath the banner of his cross.  He came in a body to put to death all the hostility 
between us based on our differences.  So he calls us to be reconciled to God and to 
each other only through the cross, which is more effective and powerful than any self-
help approach to coming together would ever be.  Through his death and resurrection he 
re-creates us in his image, and by grace brings us to peace with God and each other. 
 
Notice again that, as he has throughout these opening passages, Paul refers to God’s 
purpose in these actions.  In verse 15 he says that all of this happened so that God 
could, in Christ, create a new humanity out of these two apparently separate humanities 
of Jews and Gentiles.  [SLIDE] It’s an ambitious goal if I’ve ever heard one.  His purpose 
is to bring together all kinds of people, regardless of differences, as if we were the one 



body of Christ defined by what unites us in him rather than what divides us apart from 
him.   
 
Our obedience and submission to Christ is above everything else, including our race, 
social class, economic class, and politics.  If we confess Christ and identify ourselves 
with him, we are inexplicably united in him.  To truly appreciate that, we need to pull 
back the lens and see the wider picture of the church, not just our church here at New 
Life in Wakefield, but the church universal and spread throughout the last 2000 years of 
human history.  Think about the differences between their world and yours, and think 
about the cultural, social, political, even technological differences, and then remember 
that we are all together as one in Christ’s body.  That is an amazing reality. 
 
(Verses 19-22) As a result of this purpose God closes the gaps between us, making 
citizens out of strangers, and maybe even more powerfully, making children out of 
strangers.  Out of those who are near and far, God creates his new family, founded on 
the person of Christ.  It’s a relational and meaningful image, because most of us have 
some experience with a family.  Even if it was an imperfect family we understand that it 
was meant to be the place where we belong, the place where we experience similarity, 
the place where we find an identity that is bigger than just ourselves. 
 
But then he switches metaphors again as his thinking about the family leads to his 
thinking about a building; a particular kind of building – a temple.  The church, universal 
and throughout history, is being built together as a temple for God, his dwelling place 
among men.  But it’s no longer a physical dwelling place because the physical temple 
could be said to belong to one nation, or one particular group of people.  Now God is 
building a spiritual dwelling place where God could reside as his presence lives among 
people.  [SLIDE] This is God’s purpose for that renewed humanity in Christ; that we 
would continue to embody his presence in the world just like Jesus did. 
 
When we break down those barriers between us, God dwells among us, and expresses 
the glory of his universal church in a local expression.  The preaching of peace to those 
near and far created one undivided body of Christ which is where God shows his glory 
now.  Through Christ’s body, with his Spirit dwelling in each of us individually and among 
us as the recreated humanity, God shows his good purpose to the world. 
 
Maybe just talking this way has made you aware of some of your biases this morning.  
Maybe your bias is against those who seem to be far away from God and Christ, and 
you are unconsciously pushing them further away from God instead of preaching peace 
to those who are far and near.  If that’s you, I think you need to repent of the ways that 
you have allowed yourself to keep putting up barriers to people that Jesus is seeking. 
 
Maybe your bias is based on something else – a cultural label, a political label, social, 
racial, or economic label.  It’s possible that you have, even unwittingly, contributed to 
division and disunity in the body of Christ because of it, and you need to repent and 
learn to pay attention to the similarities between you rather than the differences.   
 
I think that the church should lead the way in this area for this kind of reconciliation and 
peace.  I think that the world needs to see it, but I know that the church needs to see it 
because the Gospel demands it of us.  The good news is that God is creating one 
redeemed, renewed humanity out of our identification with Jesus, and will be for God’s 
praise and glory throughout every generation. 


