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Some of you may know that I consider myself a writer first and a speaker second.  If I 
could get away with just writing sermons and not delivering them in a public speaking 
format, I’d be quite content.  Every once in a while in the writing process I will come 
across a passage that I’ve written that is a real problem.  Usually I can see what I 
intended to communicate, but something about the sentence, the paragraph, or even the 
entire section of writing seems to be in the way.  At times like that I look at it almost as if 
the words have turned against me and decided to do their own thing.  Once I’ve 
identified these problem areas in the writing, I have to get into the part of writing that I’ve 
never really enjoyed: editing. 
 
Editing is painful for me because it can be extremely tedious.  There’s something fun and 
exciting about creating a new piece of writing, but something almost painful and 
agonizing about picking through the words trying to find the ones that aren’t working and 
getting them to work.  Sometimes that’s a matter of a tweak here and there – add a word 
here or delete another word here.  But most frustrating are the times I look at a whole 
sentence or two of writing and realize that the only thing I can do is totally scrap it.  
Rather than trying to rework something that’s not working, I just need to start over fresh 
because the words are not serving the purpose that they were meant to serve.   
 
You are by nature an editor, even in your spoken communication.  Some are better than 
others at not saying everything they are thinking, but all of us do some editing.  Every 
once in a while we may even make a statement in written or verbal communication and 
immediately recognize the need for editing.  Sometimes it comes out in the form of a 
phrase like:  [SLIDE] “what I really meant was…”  In that moment we realize that our 
words needed an editor, someone to tell us that those words weren’t going to serve our 
purpose.  So we try to re-purpose them to clarify what we meant to say. 
 
Occasionally we just have to ask for the reset button on the conversation because it’s 
clear that we just need to start the conversation over – no amount of editing will fix the 
mess we made.  In those moments we have the clarity to realize that the way we began 
will not lead to an end that we desire, so we need to pause, collect our thoughts and 
start again with a more careful choice of words.  Instead of just rearranging words, we 
might start in a whole different vein. 
 
What we feel in those moments is a tension that needs to be resolved.  A purpose needs 
to be accomplished, but the words are getting in the way.  It happens not just in our 
communication, but it could also serve as a metaphor for our relationship to God.  It is 
possible to see ourselves now as the first, rough draft of what we are meant to be, but 
that things about us are so out of order that to get to the point of what we were supposed 
to communicate to the world, we actually need a whole new start – a complete revision. 
 
I think this is what Paul is getting at in our passage this morning from Ephesians 2:1-10.  
He is writing about the wholesale revision of our lives according to an entirely new 
purpose for us in the world.  On the heels of a great prayer in Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul 
turns to the past and present to help make sense of the future God intends for us.  We 
have to understand our past and present circumstances fully if we’re going to move to 



the future God has planned for us – it’s a bright future indeed, but you can’t get to the 
future without going through the past and the present first. 
 
[SLIDE 2:1-3] According to this description, we were dead in our transgressions and our 
sins – the way of life that used to be (and may still be for some) the pattern of our lives.  
It’s very strong language, and some may think it too strong.  We don’t like to think of 
ourselves as dead in transgressions and sins; those sound like old-fashioned words.  It 
reveals our tendency to think about ourselves as people in need of some minor revisions 
at best.  But God sees us as needing a complete revision if we are ever to express his 
original intent with our lives.  We were dead in that way of life, moving away from God 
and his purpose for us even if we thought that we were getting exactly what we wanted.   
 
When we live that way, we believe that we are living according to our own will and 
purpose, imagining ourselves to be the person who gets to express his will perfectly 
without regard for any other power or will. We think we are serving only ourselves, but as 
Paul writes here, it turns out that we are actually serving another will and power not our 
own.  We are serving the power of God’s enemy, which is also at work in the world.  
While we may not find ourselves actually bowing down to Satan, whenever we assert our 
will over against God’s, we are aligning ourselves with him and against God. 
 
Rebellion against God is Satan’s desire, and the inciting of rebellion his life’s work.  It’s 
the way that seems good and wise to us because it reinforces our illusion of freedom 
and independence, but in the end leads us to self-deception and self-destruction.  In fact 
while it seems like wisdom, it is the absolute foolishness of human pride and conceit to 
assert our will against God’s.  [SLIDE] And the consequence of such an assertion is that 
we bring ourselves under God’s wrath against our sin and transgressions.  It is not an 
arbitrary anger of God against people who just want to have fun, but a consistent 
opposition to the foolishness of a human life exalting itself above its Creator. 
 
But thankfully the passage, and the story, doesn’t end there.  [SLIDE 2:4-7] It’s hard for 
us to grasp, but immediately following that word about us living our lives under God’s 
wrath, he tells us that God initiates relationship with us out of his great love for us.  Even 
while we were objects destined for his wrath, God shows us kindness and mercy in a 
richness that is far above and beyond anything we deserve.  Just as I don’t think we 
grasp the depth of our sin and the way God feels about it, I don’t think we understand 
God’s rich mercy and kindness that lead us back to him. 
 
Even while we were dead in those sins, God acts through Christ, and makes us alive 
with Christ so that we could experience the life we were always meant to live – 
completely changing our identity.  In the cross of Christ, God expresses his mercy 
towards us, sparing us from his wrath and from death, instead offering grace and life.  
God chooses to see you through Christ and his sacrifice, rather than through your sin so 
that when he looks at you he sees a completely different person, saved by the riches of 
grace.  In this case, salvation is a shorthand term again for all of God’s activity in our 
lives – forgiveness, redemption, giving us his Holy Spirit, and making us alive – this 
changes both our position and our experience in life. 
 
We are raised with Christ to heavenly places so that in every age to come we might be 
examples of God’s rich and abundant grace. [SLIDE] God’s desire is that anyone who 
sees your life now, or at any point in the future hears about your life will think about 



God’s incredible kindness, mercy and grace towards you that has completely rewritten 
the direction of your life.  It is not that you decided to re-purpose your life, but that God 
did so by grace through your faith, rather than your efforts, intellect, reason, or anyone 
else’s faith for you.   
 
[SLIDE 2:8-10] Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone so that you can never 
point to yourself as either the initiator or the operator of salvation.  You can only receive 
it and revel in the completely humbling richness and abundance of a gracious God. 
 
The two phrases in verses 7 and 10 indicate this renewal of God’s purpose in our lives.  
Our purpose falls to the wayside so that we can become fully aligned with God’s 
purpose.  The first is that we would become re-purposed as examples of God’s grace.  
The second develops that thought further – that as his grace works in us we become his 
unique handiwork, his special creation, and a particular expression of God’s grace as he 
re-creates us in Christ.  You, being recreated in Christ, are God’s great delight! 
 
But he wants his creation to serve the purpose for which he has graciously saved you.  
He has prepared good works for you from before your salvation, indeed, from before the 
foundation of the world.  He has graciously prepared you to accomplish good works – 
works that would be in line with his works.  Your purpose used to be your own works, 
which led to your destruction, but in Christ all of that has changed. 
 
[SLIDE] We don’t earn our salvation by the good works, but we certainly do express our 
salvation by grace through our own works of grace.  When your life is being transformed 
and completely rewritten by God’s grace the natural result is the expression of that grace 
in what you do.  You start caring about the people he cares for, acting to serve those that 
he would serve, and expressing grace in relationships that had been damaged.  In the 
process you learn that it’s not to your credit, but to God’s credit.  Any time we lose that 
perspective, we make a mockery of God’s salvation and grace. 
 
Some of you are still in the “as for you” section of the passage.  You haven’t been able to 
articulate it until now, but you have been living for your own will, purpose and works not 
knowing how deeply you needed God’s grace extended to you.  It’s not just that God 
wants to reorder some things on the surface of your life, changing a few habits here and 
there, but that he wants to completely revise your life through his grace.  This is a matter 
of you confessing that you have been serving your own will but that what you need more 
than anything is to serve God’s will and purpose – something that can only happen by 
grace through faith.  He wants to rewrite your life with his grace as the central theme. 
 
Others of you have been following Jesus for a long enough time that you are learning 
that there is still a temptation to take grace out of the picture and put yourself and your 
works at the center of the story again.  The longer we follow Jesus, the more tempting it 
is to forget that ALL we do is a work of God’s grace, and that all of our good works are 
simply expressions of God’s grace and not to our credit at all.  You may need to take a 
moment this week to reconnect with God’s grace, and let your works fall back 
underneath the umbrella of his grace.   
 
When we experience this purpose that God has for us, God uses us to give evidence of 
his grace to our community and world.  It’s amazing that we get to participate in his 
purpose like that, and there is no higher calling for any one of us.   


