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As a fully committed church family growing up in the 1980’s we generally did not miss 
services.  I’ve said before that whenever the church doors were open, the McNamar 
family was in attendance.  I can’t remember missing too many Sunday night services, 
which is why the night of January 22, 1989 stands out in my memory.  It was a Super 
Bowl Sunday, like today, and since a Super Bowl Sunday in our family was no different 
from any other Sunday, I expected that we would not stay home to watch the big game, 
just like we hadn’t stayed home to watch any of the previous Super Bowls. 
 
But this Super Bowl Sunday my dad had some kind of change of heart.  It didn’t last – it 
was the only time I watched the Super Bowl until I went to college.  So by complete and 
total coincidence, I happened to stay home to watch the game between the San 
Francisco 49ers and the Cincinnati Bengals that is often considered one of the best 
Super Bowls of all time.  There had been a run of several years of games that were not 
competitive, but this was completely the opposite. 
 
While the 49ers were heavy favorites heading into the game, they found themselves on 
the losing end of a 16-13 score with just over three minutes left in the game after a 
Bengals field goal.  But the 49ers had something going for them that no one else had – 
Joe Montana.  Legend says that Montana walked into the huddle of the biggest game on 
the biggest stage, pointed into the crowd and asked, “Hey, is that John Candy?”   
 
He then proceeded to drive his team 92 yards in just under three minutes, putting on a 
clinic of precision passing and poise under pressure that could be shown to any 
quarterback as an example of how to play the position with the game on the line.  He 
capped off the drive with a 10 yard pass to the other receiver, not Jerry Rice the Hall of 
Famer, but John Taylor, the guy who still sold used cars in the offseason.  It remains 
one of the iconic Super Bowl moments and stands as evidence that the choices made in 
moments like those define you for a long time.  Montana was already legendary as the 
master of the late-game comeback, and this play on that last drive cemented his legacy. 
 
We make thousands of small choices every single day, and what we do with those small 
choices every day prepares us for how we will react under pressure when the biggest 
decisions of our lives are set in front of us.  We might think no one can predict how we 
will respond in those high pressure moments, but I would say the best predictor of our 
response in those moments would be how we’ve prepared for them in all the small 
decisions we’ve made along the way.  And while it is true that you’ll probably never have 
100 million people watching the decisions you make, big or small, I would venture to 
say that we all understand that doesn’t mean our decisions are any less significant. 
 
Over the next few weeks we’re going to unpack this idea that at different stages of our 
lives, we are faced with very different, but very significant decisions to make.  We want 
to look not only at what decisions will have to be made, but maybe more importantly 
how we can approach those decisions to make sure that when we’re faced with those 
game-changing opportunities, we are fully prepared to make the best of them. 
 



But before we start looking at the individual stages of our lives, I thought we should 
take the time on the day of the biggest game in American sports to talk about the 
absolute biggest decision you will ever make, regardless of what stage of life you’re in.  
It is the most critical call you will ever be faced with – what will you do with Jesus and 
his call for you to come follow him?  It’s the one decision that can set the stage for so 
many other decisions down the road. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans is one of his highest, most structured explanations of the 
progression of the human life from our natural born state of sin, through the process of 
conversion (which you may have heard described as being “born again” or “saved”).  
Those terms may mean very little to you, or you may know exactly what they mean.  
Either way I want to do my best this morning to lay out the decision that Paul sees 
being set in front of each one of us.  I want to do that not to rush you into making this 
critical decision, but to give it to you as clearly as I possibly can. 
 
Let’s read from Romans 10:9-14: 
 
Throughout Paul’s letters he consistently lays out a contrast between what he calls the 
righteousness that comes from the law and the righteousness that comes by faith.  
When he talks about the law, he is referring to the covenant that was given to Israel by 
God, through Moses while they transitioned from slavery in Egypt to the land God had 
promised them.  Over time the law became what we tend to think of when it comes to 
laws – a set of rules to be obeyed and followed.   
 
His explanation of the difference here makes some more sense of it.  He talks about the 
righteousness of the law in terms of either trying to ascend to heaven or descend to the 
depths of the sea.  He hits on this key human tendency to attempt to make ourselves 
into a better version of ourselves; to by religious devotion and obedience to the rules 
make ourselves more presentable and acceptable to God (or the gods).  It is the 
perpetual human drive to find salvation for ourselves, by ourselves, without the help of 
the gods because we’re not so sure they can help us anyway. 
 
But the story of Israel was very different from that, and Paul references it adeptly here 
to remind them that they weren’t dealing with capricious gods who essentially hated 
humans, but with a God who was intensely interested in relationship with human beings 
to the point that He would intervene in their history for their good.  The quotes in the 
Romans passage are all from Deuteronomy chapter 30 where Moses reminds the people 
that they have accepted this covenant with God – he will be their God and they will be 
his people – and they have a responsibility now to keep this covenant wholeheartedly, 
not just out of ritual. 
 
Of course, obedience was still required then, and still is required now.  But it was an 
obedience that was inspired by faith that God would be their God, their rescuer, their 
Savior, not just obedience out of ritual obligation.  Their obedience to the covenant was 
meant to come from an awareness of the grace God had extended to them.  So when 
Moses speaks to Israel in Deuteronomy 30 he puts it this way:  God has set before you 
a choice between life and prosperity and death and destruction.  The choice is yours.  
You can keep trying to save yourselves, or you can accept God’s salvation for you. 
 



That word of life and grace was first extended in the first covenant, but Paul now 
renews the application of it to the gospel he has been preaching, and which the Romans 
have accepted already.  The message of life that he has taught is a message of faith 
and belief in Christ.  It is astonishingly simple, powerful, and just a little bit unnerving 
because it offends our sense of optimism about ourselves that we could somehow 
become good enough for God if we were to work hard enough at it. 
 
The next couple of lines are simply Paul fleshing out their response to the simple good 
news about Jesus.  He says that our response includes the element of a declaration with 
our mouths that “Jesus is Lord”.  That sounds easy enough, but it’s harder than it 
sounds.  And in the context in which it was written?  Even harder.  This is a letter 
written to Roman citizens in the capital of the Roman Empire.  In the Roman Empire 
there was only one who was acknowledged as “Lord” and that was Caesar.  To say 
otherwise was to put your life on the line.  To say Jesus, the criminal executed at the 
hands of the Roman Empire, was Lord was outrageous and courageous.  It was 
dangerous then, and still is dangerous to declare that Jesus is Lord in the face of 
convenience, pluralism, tolerance and the like.  It is a fool’s confession. 
 
But beyond that confession, and maybe preceding it in part, is Paul’s statement that we 
would need to believe in our hearts that God raised Christ from the dead.  He doesn’t 
focus on the death of Christ for our sins, though that is an important aspect of his work, 
but on the resurrection as the definitive affirmation that Jesus was who he said he was:  
God’s Son who came to earth to bring about our rescue.  That faith can’t be contrived 
and can’t be manufactured – it is a heart response inspired by the Holy Spirit’s work in 
us.  When that kind of faith builds in our hearts towards Christ we begin to identify with 
him, to sense that not only did he come to save the world, but he came to save us. 
 
With your heart you believe this hopeful good news – that Jesus would not only die for 
your sin, but be resurrected so you could have life in him.  And with your mouth you 
make the confession that you know in your heart to be true – Jesus is Lord, Savior, and 
King of your life.  It is an incredibly simple message, but we have to be sure we don’t 
confuse simple with easy.   
 
The promise that accompanies belief and confession is just as simple, just as crystal 
clear, and just as significant.  If anyone will call on the name of the Lord in this way – 
with faith in their hearts and confession that He is Lord – then they will find salvation.  
Those who choose life when it is set in front of them find salvation not by themselves, 
but by Christ’s life given for theirs.  They find that when they respond in faith to Jesus’ 
drawing near to them, he responds as he always has:  with rescue, with salvation. 
 
There is no bigger decision for you to make, which is why I will never rush you into the 
decision, and I will never pressure you to respond to it now – you’ve probably seen that 
kind of thing before.  But it is also why on this day we can’t talk about big game 
moments without hitting this first and allowing you the chance to respond to it.  If you 
have been sitting here listening to sermons for a period of time, thinking that you might 
be able to change yourself, maybe this is the moment you realize you can’t and you ask 
him to do that for you.  It is never too late, or too early to make that critical call to 
respond to faith in Christ. 


