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Big Game: Review 

Delivered on February 12, 2012 

 

Text: Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:14 

 

Me: At nearly thirty-five years of age, the last fifteen or twenty years of my life have been full of many 
“big game”, life-changing decisions.  The one for me that really sticks out in my mind is the choosing 
of my spouse.  Please know that Melisa gave me permission to share this story, as some parts may be a 
bit sensitive.  I just completed my freshman year at Zion and had hopes of spending the summer with 
Melisa down in Florida after our full year of long-distance dating.  My plan was to fly down for two 
weeks and secure employment so that I could stay for the summer. 

It was down to just a few days and the prospect of summer employment in Florida didn’t look good.  
It’s not that I was picky; it’s just that I couldn’t get a call.  In my mind, I was headed back to Rhode 
Island, away from the love of my life, to work another summer landscaping the River Bend Cemetery 
in my hometown.  On the day before I was to leave, my mom informed me of an advertisement in the 
newspaper looking for a Summer Camp director at a local church of all places.  So, I called and landed 
an interview.  The person I interviewed with was the Pastor’s wife and it just so happened they were 
also looking for an interim youth pastor for the summer.  Bingo!  I was hired!  Great perks too!  I was 
the summer camp director during the week and youth pastor on the weekends.  I was offered a decent 
salary and a three bedroom house with living expenses paid by the church.  What more could a 22 year 
old ask for? Sadly, what this 22 year old didn’t realize was that some of the choices and actions made 
during that Summer of ’98 would lead him to one of the biggest decisions of his life.   

I had a great summer and I enjoyed the job immensely.  To date, it was the best job of my life!  But, 
because I was so busy and enjoying my job so much, I forgot about the one reason I came to Florida 
for in the first place—Melisa.  I am going to spare you all of the details, but I will just say that by the 
end of the summer I was caught in what some would call a “love triangle.”  Needless to say, I was 
extremely confused.  Melisa and I had dated for years and now the grass seemed greener on the other 
side of the fence.  What was I to do?   

I returned to Rhode Island in the early Fall to begin my sophomore year, leaving two women that I 
cared about in Florida, not having any more clarity than before I left.  Those next several months were 
probably the hardest moments of my life, at least for that season and stage.  Here’s why:  it was a big 
game decision that needed to be made and I wasn’t sure how to make the choice.  I knew that whatever 
conclusion was reached, people would be hurt and lives would be changed forever.  It wasn’t as easy as 
comparing a “pros and cons” list, even though I did so several times.  This was a battle between the 
head and heart and I was in, perhaps, the biggest game and moment of my life and I wasn’t sure what 
to do.   

We:  Here’s one thing that I know, and I’m sure those who have already been through this stage of life 
(ages 18-30) will agree: some of the biggest decisions of your life will come as a young adult; and the 
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choices you make have the potential to affect the course of the rest of your life. And how you prepare 
yourselves to make the right decisions now will lead you towards becoming who God wants you to be in 
the future! Some of you may not even recognize this “God” connection.  But, in the course of the next 
15-20 years, life will move extremely fast, as you transition from childhood to adulthood. And you will 
move from immaturity to maturity (hopefully), and from someone else’s responsibility to becoming 
responsible for someone else. Most of you will decide which school or college to attend and which 
career to pursue. Some of you will be thinking about marriage and family and will be faced with 
choosing the right spouse and which geographical location you will live.  For young parent, it will be 
trying to decide how they will raise their children.  Others will be faced with big financial decisions, 
including stewardship and large purchases such as a first home or car.   

Even for those of you in junior high who may not be facing life-changing decisions yet, the next 
several years will come quickly.  And even before then there will still be some big game decisions where 
you will be confronted with choices and difficult situations as it relates to your friends, dating, sex, 
alcohol and drugs.  And for some, the decisions you make even as early as middle school will have an 
effect on your decision making process as a young adult.   

Even more, for those of us who have been through the young adult stage of life or are entering into 
this season of life, the decision to follow Christ in the midst is a difficult, big-game, game-changing 
decision! What we do with this “critical call”, as Pastor Keith challenged last week, will either lead us 
towards the life that God has planned for us, or further away.  There may be some here today that are 
faced with the biggest decision of your life and you’re not sure what choice to make, but deep down 
long for the wisdom to make the right choice.  Maybe some of you are wondering if the big-game 
decisions even matter in the end and if there really is a God, does he care? So, you may find yourself 
putting off making that decision because in your heart you’re frustrated and unsure of the impact it 
will have in your world. 

Transition: Let’s look to the Scriptures for some insight as to how we can begin set ourselves up to 
make wise, big-game decisions.  Read Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:14. 

God: In order for us to understand our passage for today, I need to set up the framework for this book.  
The book of Ecclesiastes is basically an autobiographical speech of one wise teacher, narrated by 
another wisdom teacher, with the goal of using the 1st teacher’s speech as a teaching tool for his young 
son about the way to obtain true wisdom.  The wise teacher’s story goes something like this:  after 
searching and observing many areas of life; work, toil, love, fame, family, wealth, life and wisdom, he’s 
come to the conclusion that all of these things are meaningless.  In his mind, the reason these things 
are meaningless is because true joy in these things can only be obtained from God.   

The only problem with this is that he is what we would call a skeptic, in that he believes that there is a 
god or gods, and that God is not interested in our joy or the cares of this world.  He is a pessimist and 
doesn’t see the value or hope in life, no matter your socio-economic status, work, wealth, family, 
intelligence, (even wisdom is relative) etc. because in the end we all die and there’s nothing we can do 
about it.  So, the recurring theme throughout his entire speech is “everything in life is vanity, 
meaningless and without hope.”  But in chapter 11:9 we see a bit of the teacher’s optimism. Read 
Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:14.  
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Of all the pessimism that saturates this book around the meaning of life, the Teacher finds optimism in 
youth.  He is probably an old man, nearing death and is now reviewing or recounting the days of his 
youth—how those were the best days of his life.  In fact, he’s encouraging the young to rejoice in those 
days and live life to the full.  Pursue whatever you desire with your heart and your eyes, be it good or 
bad.  Don’t wait because the days of your youth will be over before you know it.  Even his best days, he 
concludes, are meaningless because they don’t last forever—they are fleeting.  But, he says “know that 
you will be judged by God for all these things…so make it right before it’s too late.”  Even still, the 
days of youth are short and meaningless because he ultimately doubts there will be justice or mercy by 
a caring God in the end anyway.   

And now, as he moves through the dark days of pain and old age, he says “remember your Creator in 
your youth.”  Remember, that this statement is coming from a confused, aging, skeptic who essentially 
is unsure that there really is a creator.  In reality, he is saying that there is pain and frustration that 
comes with old age and any possible connection that is to be made with God should be done while 
you’re young because there’s no chance when you’re old.  In fact, one scholar believes that upon the 
reflection of death, “his mention of the Creator is really a pious, impersonal call or introduction to his 
biggest issue with life---God.”   And even though the Preacher is referring to the reverse of creation 
here when he says that the spirit returns to God, his call is not out of hope of an afterlife, but rather 
despairs of a meaningless end!  

In verse 8, the narrator or the second teacher begins his own conclusion of the Teacher’s speech (read 
v.8-14). 

The narrator turns to his son and interjects here.  He says that the Wise Teacher’s intentions are to be 
commended.  He dedicated his life to finding truth and wisdom and assembling and arranging 
proverbs.  His hope was to find joy and delight in the knowledge that he had gained, but ultimately 
came up short.  To his son the Narrator says:  the Wise Teacher’s conclusion that life is meaningless is 
all wrong!  And I don’t want you to fall into this trap and search forever for the wisdom found in books 
and the collected truths of uncertain wise men, even though some truth can be found.  There will be 
endless skeptic teaching that leads only to weariness and frustration, and you will find yourself in the 
same place as the Wise Teacher—frustrated without meaning and hope! 

True wisdom in the end, can be found, the narrator says, this way: “by fearing God and obeying his 
commandments, for this is the duty of man” (v. 13). This means that the foundation of wisdom, to 
quote Proverbs 1:7, is fear of the Lord.”  Fear of the Lord translates into a personal relationship with 
God all mighty and is exercised by total dependence on him!  All of your trust, joy and meaning in life 
are found in him alone!  Keeping his law and commandments are the “whole duty of man” because we 
were created by him and for him for his purpose and glory and our joy! Contrary to what the Teacher 
says, true wisdom can be found—in God and his law!  And in the end there will be justice and mercy 
and hope. 

THE GOSPEL:  The Wise Teacher, among other things got this one sobering truth right: our lives 
without a real personal relationship with God are meaningless!  The perspective of the Wise Teacher 
was viewed through the lenses of a fallen, broken, hopeless, sinful world—the same world in which 
you and I live.  All of the work and toil, fame, fortune, family, love, life and wisdom are meaningless 
without God!  The hope of the Gospel message is that Jesus would leave a perfect heaven and subject 
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himself to a “meaningless” world, full of vanity and die for her and reconnect her to God!  How 
meaningful is that?   

Not only did Christ make a way for us to reconnect to God, but he gave our lives hope and meaning!  
This is what the Wise Teacher was lacking—meaning and purpose!  Christ’s sacrifice for us confirms 
that our lives are important and we have meaning!  The Wise Teacher had it wrong about God’s 
sovereignty; yes he is in control of everything, but he actually cares about the affairs of our lives!  
Even the most insignificant aspects of our lives are important to him.  Why, because he created us with 
a purpose in this world!  

Transition:  And our part in finding his purpose for our lives are to align our “big game” decisions 
with his plan as best as we can.  How?  

You:  The reality is that some of you are in the biggest game of your life right now or you can see it on 
the horizon.  You have decisions that need to be made about which circle of friends to run with, where 
to go to school, which person to date or marry, what career to pursue, where to live, what church to 
attend, how to raise kids and lead a family, how to make wise financial decisions and the biggest 
decision of all—the decision to follow Christ.  

All of these decisions can be made by first considering the weight of your choices and how they will 
affect your life now, in light of the future and eternity.  While we won’t always know exactly what to do 
or what choice to make or what the future holds, your personal relationship with God extended in 
prayer, the Scriptures and wise counsel will give you the tools to make the big game decision. And even 
though we will not always get it right, lay out your heart completely before God and trust him to 
redeem even the poorest of choices.  These tools can be helpful to us at any stage of life. 

We:  I am so thankful that in my uncertainty and frustration, I gave my heart before God and trusted 
him with the big game decision of choosing a wife!  So now, I am acting as the “Narrator” to every 
young adult with us today. I want every one of you to succeed!  I want you all to find meaning and 
purpose for your life and a joy in Christ that will sustain you! The big game decisions are more than 
just finding delight in the here and now, but making an impact in your world that will have lasting 
significance! The decisions you make today will affect tomorrow and all of eternity! And God is 
interested in your life! One day, you will lead US, and your choices of today will impact how you lead 
tomorrow!  Line your big game decisions up with the heart of God, for in him alone is true wisdom, joy 
and meaning! 

 

 

 

 


